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Managerial Foreign Experience and Outward Foreign Direct Investment:
Evidence from China
Using hand-collected data from Chinese public companies, we examine whether



managerial foreign experience affects corporate outward foreign direct investment (OFDI)
decision. Our result shows that there is a positive association between managerial foreign
experience and OFDI. The finding is robust to alternative sampling method, foreign
experience measures, and regression specification. We also use the instrumental variable
approach, the propensity score matching procedure, and the Heckman two-stage selection
model to mitigate potential endogeneity concerns. While both foreign work and study
experience promote OFDI, the effect is significant only in non-state-owned entities and only
when returnee managers hold senior positions. Lastly, we show that managerial foreign
experience is associated with improved performance of outward investments.
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Does National Diversity Increase Team Performance?

Evidence from a Sports Labor Market in India

As the movement of people is common these days, diversity in the workforce is currently
seen everywhere in the world. It is difficult to find a successful organization without any
diverse workforce based on nationality, ethnicity, religion and so on. Economics literature
suggests that there are both negative and positive sides to diversity on performance of a
team or organization as a whole. On the one hand, diversity invites a wide range of skills
and innovation; it also creates communication costs and other friction in the organization.
Previous studies have highlighted this positive and negative trade-off. However, less is
known about whether a firm should diversify its workforce more once it starts diversifying.
Furthermore, most research in the field of national diversity is focused on horizontal
diversity within an organization or a team.

To contribute to the diversity literature in general and national diversity in particular,
we study the impact of horizontal diversity (diversity at workers level) and vertical
diversity (diversity at managers and higher level) on team performance and try to answer
the following questions. Does more diversity of a workforce increase team performance
(intra-horizontal diversity)? Does a more diverse team succeed if it is competing against a
less diverse team (inter-horizontal diversity)? Does a team perform better if the leader is
from majority group (vertical diversity)?

In order to conduct empirical research, we analyzed the dataset from a sports labor
market in India. In particular, we empirically examined the impact of national diversity
on team performance from Indian Premier League (IPL), the largest cricket league in the
world. From our empirical analysis, we do not find any statistically significant relationship
between intra-horizontal diversity and team performance. Performance is unaffected by
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the higher horizontal diversity of a team. However, we find a positive and statistically
significant relationship between inter-team horizontal diversity and performance where
communication is low. And finally, we find a negative and statistically significant
relationship between vertical diversity and the overall performance of a team. Our results
suggest that performance is negatively affected by the vertical diversity of a team. We
provide various important policy implications as well as limitations of this research.
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Weather and Human Capital An Empirical Analysis in Vietnam

This study examines the effects of concurrent weather, corresponding to test sites as
well as three-year consolidated weather conditions at high school time, on the math test
scores of census examinees participating in the Vietnamese national entrance
examinations to universities and colleges on July 4 and 15, 2009. Using individual first
difference, I find that the maximum temperature of the day, 30 to 32°C (86-89.6°F), which
is slightly below the usual average in all July between the years 1950-2009, benefitted
examinees most. My analysis demonstrates that female testers were more vulnerable to
harsh temperature and extreme weather but also more physically adaptive to temperature
than males. Extreme weather occurring at the high school, especially during the school
calendar, has a negative effect on the test scores.
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