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@ Understanding the Origins and Determinants of Differences in Trust in
Institutions
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Trust is a fundamental element of social capital — a key contributor to sustaining well-being



outcomes, including economic development. However, there is a considerable variation in trust
around the world. For example, individual trust and trust in institutions are high in Nordic countries
such as Norway, Sweden, and Finland. In contrast, the level of trust is low in many Asian countries.
Additionally, within-country variation in trust also exists.

This project aims to understand the origin and determinants of differences in trust with a specific
emphasis on institutional trust in Asian countries. In particular, we will explore what determines the
differences in trust across institutions such as the health care system, banks, educational institutions,
political establishment, court, police, and news media. As institutional trust is a fundamental
element of social capital and a necessary condition for the processes of investment, innovation, and
trade that drive economic growth, this study will attempt to contribute towards policy making on
sustainable development in Asian countries including Japan.
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@ Improving Access to Medicines: The Trade-offs
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Improving access to medicines is important for improving population health and reducing health
inequalities. Drug pricing and insurance systems are crucial to improving access to medicines. This
study aims to systematically analyze the trade-offs between affordability, accessibility, and adoption
when improving access to medicines. Specifically, it includes three components: 1) the trade-off
between drug pricing and new drug development, 2) the trade-off between drug use and financial
sustainability, and 3) how improved access to drugs can improve population health outcomes. This
study has three phases. In the first phase (FY2022), we will focus on constructing a database that
connects pharmaceutical companies and healthcare providers in China.
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@ A spatial analysis of the changes in air pollution distribution in Japan:
1990-2013
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The sources of electricity generation are directly related to pollution situation. After the Fukushima nuclear
disaster in 2011, Japan’s sources of electricity generation greatly shifted towards natural gas and coal. This is
seen as having negative implications for air pollution as well as Japan’s ability to cut greenhouse gases by 80%
by 2050. This study aims at exploring, from a spatial analysis point of view, the changes in air pollution and
different economic indicators, before and after the incident. We do so at a municipal level. Additionally, we
regionalize the country by defining boundaries based on pollution levels, for different years. We attempt to
provide policy recommendations at the regional level related to the third, seventh, and thirteenth SDGs.
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