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A Multi-Perspective Examination of
Japan’s Decarbonization Diplomacy
toward Southeast Asia
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Climate change mitigation and the pursuit of net-zero emissions have
become central priorities in global governance following the Paris
Agreement. Japan faces mounting pressure to transform its energy
systems and promote green transformation (GX) both domestically and
regionally. Southeast Asia, a region undergoing continuous
industrialization and rising energy demand, has consequently become
a focal point of Japan’s decarbonization strategy.

This article examines Japan’s diplomacy for decarbonization from
multiple standpoints and seeks to address two research concerns.
First, how has Japan engaged in carbon neutrality strategies toward
Southeast Asia? Second, how can its decarbonization engagement be
explained as a form of the state’s external policy? With regard to the
first concern, the analysis focuses on regional institutional frameworks
centered on the Asia Zero Emission Community (AZEC). With regard
to the second concern, it investigates Japan’s engagement from the
perspectives of state developmentalism, the partnership between
Japan and Indonesia, and the function of AZEC as a regional
governance institution. Lastly, Kitakyushu’'s possible contributions to
Japan’s decarbonization diplomacy are explored.
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